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What are Interactive Oral (IO) 
assessments?

An Interactive Oral Assessment (IOA) 
approach is a genuine, unscripted, 
synchronous conversation between an 
assessor and a student (or a group of 
assessors/students) around an ‘authentic 
workplace/professional scenario’ (Sotiriadou 
et al., 2019) which can be performed face-to-
face or online



Rationale for using 
IOs

- authentic assessment
- a personalised approach to learning 
and teaching
- preserves academic integrity. 
- promotes skill development and 
employability, student engagement
- facilitates higher-order thinking



Key Literature



Interactive Oral 
Assessment at DCU  -
Facts & Figures
- 21 courses
- 33 cohorts
- 3,400 students
- Range of Disciplines  -

Physical Sciences; 
Business, Law & 
Government; Nursing, 
Psychotherapy and 
Community Health
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Process developed for Design of  
an IO assessment



Communities of Practice
- DCU Weekly CoP 
- Professional Development 

via workshops each 
semester

- Sharing of Practice with 
other HEIs via workshops 
and webinars

- Establishing collaborative 
network of Academic 
Developers



Interactive Oral 
Assessment 
Website

https://www.dcu.ie/teu/interactive-oral-assessment
https://www.dcu.ie/teu/interactive-oral-assessment
https://www.dcu.ie/teu/interactive-oral-assessment
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